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  1. SCHOOL COMMUNITY PROFILE  

     

 Demographic Data  
 

The School Community  

La Vida Charter School is located on the beautiful and historic Ridgewood Ranch in the 

heart of rural Mendocino County on Highway 101 between Ukiah and Willits.  The large 

geographic county area, 3,878 square miles has a sparse population of 86,000 ( 23/ sq mi.)  

Serving the entire county, virtually all of the school community commutes, with Ukiah 

(15,500 residents) 16 miles to the south and Willits (5,073) 7 miles north and p oints beyond 

including Lake and Sonoma counties and occasionally the coast.  Relatively isolated 

geographically and culturally, the nearest university is a one and a half hour drive away 

and San Francisco is two and a half hours south on Hwy 101.  However Mendocino 

Community College resides in Ukiah with various satellite centers including Willits and 

Lake County which has an important impact on the area.  

 

The median income for a household in the county is $35,996, and 15.9% of the population 

were below the  federal poverty line , including 21.5% of those under age 18.  

 

Progressive politically, Mendocino county votes democrat and has held its own with grass 

roots campaigns against large corporate interest s and capital. In 2000 it voted to 

decriminalize marijuana whose cultivation has accounted for the countyõs largest cash crop 

for the past twenty years. In 2004, Mendocino County was the first county in the nation to 

ban the cultivation and production of g enetically modified organisms (GMOs), in 2008 it 

was one of the few northern counties that voted against the constitutional amendment to 

ban same sex marriages, and recently in 2009 it voted to not allow the efforts Ohio 

corporation to rezone industrial la nd to accommodate mega mall interests.  

 

The La Vida Charter School community is reflective of the county sketch above.  Families 

tend to be interested in alternatives, many live in the hills, off the grid with strong beliefs 

about healthy living.  In the f irst years of the school, families were adamantly against the 

stateõs standardized testing and refused to participate.  It took much convincing and policy 

changes to raise the test participation rate from 50 to 95%.  A significant portion of the 

community tends to  be mobile, changing schools frequently up to three times in a year. 

With the incorporation of cell phones, phone numbers also change often .  
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Parent Organizations  

Parent groups are more or less active from year to year.  The school was started by p arents 

and educators, and parents have always served on the board.  Currently two out of five 

board seats are designated for parents.  In the past parents have created after school 

activities, field trips,  and lead parent run lessons. a monthly day of spec ialty classes.  

Currently, the school sponsors a Parent Tea once a month for homeschooling parents to get 

together to talk about their programs, curriculum get advice and give the school feedback 

on what might be needed. Parents are asked to serve on one o f are six committees that 

should meet monthly and report to the board at least twice per year.  Unfortunately, the 

recent trend is one of less interest and involvement by parents who seem too busy juggling 

children at different schools and jobs besides hom eschooling or independent study  

Families are asked to volunteer four hours per month.  Last year only 305 hours were 

logged down from 1028 hours two years previous (with 509 hours the year in between.) This 

does not include the four or so families who are generously supportive but donõt record their 

time.  Up until last year La Vida had a great deal of parent involvement which seemed 

unusual when compared to other charters and district schools.  

Now, parent involvement seems more typical.  The school adminis tration feels that there is 

a relationship to less parent involvement and to the declining interest i n Waldorf 

standards, see page 15 .  The family lifestyle preference is changing at La Vida, to one that 

is less participatory and less community focused.  

 

Community Organizations and Foundations  

As an independent charter, La Vida Charter School networks and looks to various 

educational, government and nonprofit entities for professional support , such as;  Willits 

Unified, Special Education Local Planning Area  SELPA, Mendocino County Office of 

Education MCOE,  California Charter School Association CCSA, Alliance for Public 

Waldorf Schools and the Waldorf in the Home Group (Informed Family Life), California 

Consortium of Independent Study CCIS,  as well as Mendo cino Community College, School 

Pathways, and Northwest Evaluation Association NWEA.  

 

Through community service the school and students are i nvolved with numerous 

community organizations, such as: Ridgewood Ranch, The Butler Cherry P roject, Bagged 

Lunches f or the Hungry, Plowshares, St. Anthonyõs Kitchen, Humane Society, Senior 

Centers, Pre Schools, the City of Willits etc.  

Financially, less than 2% of the budget is locally raised and managed by the La Vida Board 

who supports the school providing extras tha t would be a strain on the general budget.  

Specific projects have been funded by the board such as an educational project (NWEA), a 

site improvement project (roof and gutters) and legal support through the rechartering 
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process.  Occasionally the school re ceives small community grants or student scholarships 

through:  the Mendocino County Arts Council, The Community Foundation, Rotary Club, 

Ukiah Natural Foods, CREER,  and Waldorf School of Mendocino Countyõs Pastels on the 

Plaza.  

 

WASC Accreditat ion Histo ry  

La Vida Charter School received WASC candidacy in May of 2007 with Kathi McCulla as 

the Initial Visiting Team Chair. Four areas for focus improvement were identified for the 

initial report which were; Curriculum, Achievement Accountability, Retention of  Student 

Population, and Technology.  The school has made additions and improvements in each of 

the areas except Retention of Student Population.  The highly mobile nature of  the 

community remains the same.  Through entrance and exit interviews it is clear  that most 

families do not see independent study and homeschooling as a long term way of life.  

Rather, for most, it serves a need for the moment.  The school has also observed a five year 

cap for core families who have chosen homeschooling as an intentiona l way of life.  After 

five years of school support, parents are ready to go out on their own and file as a private 

school with the state.  The other focus areas, Curriculum, Academic Accountability and 

Technology are covered in detail in this report.  

 

Scho ol Purpose:   

From the schoolõs Charter. 

Mission  

The mission of the La Vida Charter School is to broaden the educational choices and 

opportunities for children and families who live in Mendocino County and surrounding 

areas through independent study, home  schooling, and Waldorf inspired teaching methods.  

 

Goals  

Our goal is to establish a school in which all children are respected and recognized for their 

individual gifts, and feel supported in developing these gifts.  Students will be appreciated 

for their  unique ethnic and cultural backgrounds and will be encouraged in their 

understanding of the individuality represented by the traditions and cultures of their peers, 

as well as members of the global community.  Through a three -pronged approach focused on 

cognitive, emotional, and psychomotor skills, La Vidaõs children will emerge with strong 

potential for academic excellence, a commitment to the enhancement of their community, 

and the ability to succeed amidst the challenges of todayõs and tomorrowõs world. 
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La Vidaõs target population is those interested in home schooling or independent study, as 

well as those interested in Waldorf Education.  La Vida  serves students from Kindergarten 

through twelfth grade.  La Vida  offers two choices of completely independent study 

educational programs for student enrollment:  

 

A blended program using a partial on - site class-model inspired by Waldorf education for 

students grades K -12 along with home study.  The on -site portion of the independent study 

program offers parents and child ren a variety of education choices, including part -time day 

classes and other specialty courses.  Designed as an enhancement to the home study 

program, the on -site program is considered a non -classroom based education for purposes of 

attendance recording.  Parents and students meet with an Educational Coordinator who 

assists and manages the educational program.  

 

Home school program for students grades kindergarten through twelfth, where parents can 

choose to utilize Waldorf inspired methods, or other Indepe ndent Study curriculum in 

which parents collaborate with an Educational Coordinator to achieve teaching goals and 

objectives. 

 

Expected Schoolwide Learning Results, ESLRS  

Using the Charter and input from the school community the six Expected Schoolwide 

Learning Results were created.  They are:  

 

1.      Information and Communication: (Math)  

Students will posses knowledge of and an ability to demonstrate and apply 

mathematical processes and concepts including basic arithmetic, algebra, and 

geometry.  

  

Informat ion and Communication: (Language Arts)  

Students have knowledge of and the ability to demonstrate skills in reading, writing, 

listening, speaking and presentation.  

  

2.      Thinking and Problem Solving:  

Students will posses s the ability to think critically,  logically, and use the power of 

imagination for comprehension and to solve problems and make informed decisions.  

  

3.      Interpersonal and Self -Directional Skills:  

Students will demonstrate self -direction, self motivation and posses self -knowledge; 

and develop a curiosity to pursue continued and active real life learning.  
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4.      Technology: 

High School students will have a basic understanding of technology, including 

computers, internet and its application in and outside of the classroom.  

  

5.      Real World Context:  

Through exposure and observations of real world experiences, students will 

demonstrate knowledge and understanding of all core subjects.  

  

6.      Capacity for Empathy:  

Students will demonstrate empathetic skills such as respect, compass ion, a 

sensitivity and understanding of real world and cultural differences through various 

modes of expression (including but not limited to; writing, projects, artwork, drama . 

 
 

 

Status of School  

La Vida Charter School opened in 2001 and was under the aus pices of Ukiah Unified School 

District for the first five years. In 2006 the school received authorization under Willits 

Unified School District as the school was determined to be within the Willits District tax 

roles. Last year, May 2009 Willits renewed t he charter for five more years, expiring in June 

2014. 

 

The charter school does not accept federal funds, and therefore does not participate in the 

program improvement ranking under the federal Adequate Yearly Progress, AYP.  The 

charter school typically m eets three of the four criteria for AYP, but not the graduation 

rate.  The small size of the classes and the mobile nature of the population are a handicap 

with regards to the federal formula for graduation rate.  More information and statistical 

data will  be found in the Sc hool Performance section page 2 7. 

  

As a charter school, Willits Unified School District provides oversight and receives regular 

reporting from the charter school as stipulated in the MOU. The charter school also 

complies with the regula tion to be reviewed by an independent auditor each year.  

Robertson and Associates has been hired by the school for the past four years with no 

qualified findings in their audit reports . The school is not evaluated by any other agency 

and it is not invo lved in any government improvement program or state audit reviews.  

 

Enrollment Data  
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In  2008-2009 the school felt the pinch of declining enrollment, down about 20% from the 

year before. Consequently, a shift in demographics can be discerned, to one that is less 

varied.  

The school expects lower enrollment to continue through the spring of 2011 and then to 

return to the former slightly higher numbers.  In the charter document, La Vida agreed to a 

maximum enrollment of 100 students.  

  

2008 -2009 Enrollment Summa ry  

 

In and Out                Destinations                     On -site/  Off -site  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     

                    2008 -2009 CBEDS Enrollment b y Grade  

(yearõs fluctuation)  

 

 

 

There was no consistent Waiti ng List  

 

Gender  

39%  Female      61%  Male  

Beginning  76 

Gain s 28 

Losses 33 

Ending (May)  71 

Total Enrollment 

Activity for year  

104 

 

In - District Transfer  3 

California Public School  18 

Private School  2 

Dropped out of school  2 

Graduated during School 

Year 

6 

 

On-site 57 or 80% 

Independ. Study Only  14 

On-site K -8 44 

On-site 9-12 27 

Off -site K -8 5 

Off -site 9-12 9 

 

Grade  K   1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9 10 11 12 

Number  7 (9) 7 (8) 6 3 (5) 3 (4) 6 (7) 7 (7) 1 (4) 7 (11) 2 4 (12) 11 (19) 8 (11) 
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Residency :    In 2008 ð 2009 enrollment of students from Willits moved up slightly, 4% 

from last year.  Ukiah, Potter Valley, Laytonville, Covelo, the Coast, and Sonoma County 

all remained the same.  Lake County is down by 7%, and Redwood Valley is up by 3%. The 

number of students enrolled was less in 2008 -09, about 15 fewer,  but the  population 

distribution remained about the same.   

 

Ethnicity:   The change is demographics in the 08/09 year is apparen t in the shift to a 

larger white population and fewer Hispanic and American Indian students.  87% white is 

14 % up from last year and 23% higher than the District (64%) (County average 80.76%).  

Hispanic and American Indian are down to 12% all together whi ch is 21% less than the 

district (County average 21.24%).  Asian and African American populations remained the 

same and are par with the District.  

 

Language Proficiency  

All students spok e English as a primary language,  therefore there is no CELDT /R30 data. 

 

Attendance Patterns  

Attendance Rate  

At P -2ñ95.3%, (Goal 95%);  (93.70% in 07/08;  98.26% in 06/07)  

P -2 ADA  

67.7 ADA (82.84 in 07/08)  

Mobility  

68% 

 

Residency 2008-2009

39%

23%
5%

11%

1%

2%

4%

5%

10%

Willits

Ukiah

Potter Valley

Laytonville

Covelo

Coast

Lake County

Sonoma County

Redwood Valley/

Calpella

Ethnicity 2008-2009

87%

5%
5% 1%2%

White

Hispanic- Latino

American Indian/

Alaskan Native

Black/ African American

Asian
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Truancy Rate  

The school has a three strikes, policy with regards to the independent study contract.  

Trua ncy for the school are those dis -enrolled for non -compliance. In 08 -09- 1%. 
 

Tardiness Rate  

La Vida has a high tardiness rate for the on site classes  but does not keep track because it 

seems pointless.    Most arrive within 15 minutes of start time.  

 

Suspensions and Exp ulsions    

There were no suspensions or expulsions.  

 

Socioeconomic Status  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Economic Indicators :  At La Vida the number of middle class families is on the rise.  

from 35% in 07/08 and 25 % in 06/07%.  Conversely fewer low income families eligible  

for Free and Reduced Lunch are attending the remote location.  Two years previous  

75% were eligible, with 65% in 07/08 and 60% in 08/09 which is 7% less than the District 

(67%).  Overall fewer families can afford staying home with their students.  More have to 

find jobs to make ends meet. The school also hears comments that it is too far to drive.  

  

More parents recorded they had attended some college, 21 % more than the previous year.  

College graduates remained about the same.  The number who declined to sta te and did not  

graduate from high school were slightly fewer.  16% fewer stated that High School 

Graduation  was their highest level.  In the STAR demographics La Vidaõs average parent 

education level is  3.22  which is one level higher than the Districtõs 2.63.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Highest Level of Education 2008-2009

2% 7%

10%

48%

29%

4%

NOT HIGH SCH GRAD

DECLINE TO STATE

HIGH SCH GRAD

SOME COLLEGE

BACHELOR OF ARTS

GRADUATE SCHOOL

 

Free & Reduced Lunch Eligibility, 

NSLP, 2008-2009

60%

40%
Eligible

Not Eligible
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Special Ed  

La Vida served nine (9) , 13% of  students with Individual Education Plans, IEPs and 

another nine with Stud ent Success Team meetings SSTs, totally about 25% with special 

needs.  Approximately $21,318 was spent on services and  support fo r special ed students.  

Revenues from the general fund were enough to pay for what was required and the school 

did not request additional funds from the District as agreed in the MOU.   

The SELPA Director, Damon Dickinson, conducted an audit of the La Vida  program in the 

spring and had no findings to report.   

The school provided speech therapist  services, school psychologists, nurses for health 

exams, RST support, and hired a special ed coordinator/ facilitator.  The school is fortunate 

to  work  closely wi th SELPA program specialist, Sharon Mills and also worked with the 

District on policies and procedures.  

The sub group of special ed students achieved adequate growth for the state targets in the  

API.     

 

School Safety, Cleanliness and Facility  

La Vida Ch arter School is fortunate to rent its facility below market value rate on the 5000 

acre Ridgewood Ranch, Home of Seabiscuit.  The beautiful location is soothing for children 

and adults creating a  milieu with few behavioral problems.   Maintaining an enviro nment 

where everyone feels safe is essential for st udents to fully benefit from La Vidaõs special 

program.  The school attempts to deal with any issues as quickly as possible that may cause 

personal injury  whether emotional or physical.  People often descr ibe the school as a sweet 

place.   

The school has an Emergency Operations Plan which it improves upon every year.  Each 

classroom has a manual.  Fire Drills occur monthly with earthquake and shelter in place 

drills occur annually.  Staff receives training and review of emergency policies during 

beginning of the year in -service and at least once  mid year.  Monthly inspections are logged 

for the  grounds,  playground, fire extinguishers and smoke alarms.  

The 4000 square foot 1950õs designer home is maintained weekly by a part time 

housekeeper and maintenance help whenever needed.  The school and ranch split the cost 

of a new roof and gutters three years ago.  This past summer the building was painted 

through a work training program sponsored by Mendocino Privat e Employment Council 

MPEC.   

The school is inspected bi ennially by the risk management officer of the insurance company  

the last visit was June of õ08.  The school was commended for its compliance and had a few 

minor items to fix.   
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Staff  

The tables below  reflects the current 2009 -2010 school year. 

Certificated Staff total - 11                             Classified Staff total ð 7 

Core Teachers- 8 

Demographics  

Teachers  Number or Percent  

Gender-Male  

Gender- Female 

 

Ethnicity: White  

Ethnicity: Mixed  

Ethnici ty - Hispanic  

30% 

70% 

 

70% 

20% 

10% 
 

 

 Certi f icated Staff Quali f icat ions  

Teachers  Numbers and Percentages  

Teachers HQT NCLB, Core teachers only  

Teaching outside Credential *  

Emergency Permits, Core teachers only  

CLAD certified or equivalent  

BITSA  

Interns  

Educational Service in District  1 yr  

Educational Service in District  3 -5 yrs 

Educational Service in District  6-10 yrs 

Years in Education Service 1 -3 yrs 

Years in Education Service  4 -10 yrs 

Years in Education Service 11 -20 yrs 

Years in Education Service  21-44  yr  

Masters Degrees  

Master Degree + 30 units  

100% 

11% (portion of assignment)  

0 

22% 

1 

1 

18% 

55% 

27% 

27% 

9% 

27% 

45% 

3 

1 
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*  Because teachers wear many hats at the small charter, two have a portion of their 

assignment outside their credential area abou t 11%.  The two newly hired teachers are in 

the process of fully complying.  The science teacher who has an AA in science will be 

pursuing a single subject credential in that subject. Another teacher who has a single 

subject credential and a Masters in Edu cation does not have a multiple subject credential 

for part of her case load. However because of her education and experience she may be able 

to receive authorization.  Verification is in process.   

¶ 1 Teacher qualifies as a Counseling Psychologist . 

¶ Substit utes are usually acquired through MCOE.  

 

 

Teacher Attendance Rate  

Because of the flexibility of the program, teacher attendance is high 99%.  It is possible to 

reschedule Educational Coordinator meetings or work at home if a teacher is sick.  

 

Staff Develop ment  

Each year professional development opportunities are presented to staff in Waldorf 

Education,  Differentiated Instruction and an array of technical topics.  In 2008 -2009 the 

following occurred.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Master Teacher, Penni Sparks worked 

with faculty as a group and 

indivi dually for 3 days.  

¶ Form Drawing and Movement 

Workshop with  Mentor Teacher 

Shauna Heiselt, who also worked 

privately with teachers.  

¶ Two attended Master Teacher Leo 

Kleinõs painting class. 

¶ One att ended Sonoma Stateõs 

Classroom Management  course; also  

¶ a Process Coaching class. 

¶ One attended 3 day Waldorf Alliance 

Conference. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Group trainings on New Report Writer 

System for Inde pendent Study paperwork.  

¶ Group trainings on Emergency 

Preparedness. 

¶ Two were trained under Math Consultant,  

Jeff  Simpson of Mastery  

Learning Systems, 90 min. per week.  

¶ Two completed a year of BITSA support 

training.  

¶ Charter School Association Regional 

Meet ings 

¶ Three at a 2 day training on Zoom, Data 

Director.  

¶ Three attended one day WASC training.  

¶ Several webinars on diverse topics by 

various staff.  

¶ Monthly EC staff meetings & trainings . 
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Student Performance Data   Schoolwide Outcome s 

Parents Choice and the Standards:  

A Shift in Thought  
 

A significant trend is developing in the school culture.   Parents 

are less interested in following the Waldorf Education standards 

sequence than in the past.  In 2008 -2009, less than half  (48%, 

42%) of the elementary and middle/ high school parents chose to 

align with the Waldorf approach compared to the year before.  This 

is a continued downward trend from the previous 06/07 year.  In 

08/09, interest in the Waldorf Method was only 36% for elementa ry and 19% for high 

school, of what it had been in 06/07.   The numbers may be fewer, but the families 

interested in Waldorf Education are no less passionate. Those who most embrace the 

Waldorf Approach tend to be in  the  primary K -3 grades. 

Conversely mor e families are looking to follow the State Standards or at least be guided in 

that  direction.  Interest in State standards increased 160% for elementary and 640% for 

high school.  

One could surmise that the greater openness to the state standards is reflect ed in the 

generally  up ward trend in schoolõs performance in the stateõs standardized tests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Trends in Parents Choice of Waldorf or State Standards 

     

 Waldorf  State  Both  Declined to State  

Grades  06-07 07-08 08-09 06-07 07-08 08-09 06-07 07-08 08-09 06-07 07-08 08-09 

K -6 62% 45% 22% 11% 13% 34% 16% 42% 26% 11% 0% 18% 

7-12 41% 19% 8% 31% 10% 64% 20% 58% 12% 7% 13% 16% 

 

Three Years of Data of Standards Choice Form 

s 
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         Tracing the Life Force in Learning  

2008-2009  

Triangulated Assessment  

 

 

 

  

 

La Vida Charter School measures student progress through a three prong approach, 1) the 

MAP, a formative assessment, 2) the STAR the stateõs summative test and 3) a school 

created self assessment and portfolio.  Thanks to the Dell Foundation and the California 

Charter School  Association, La Vida has benefited from the Zoom Da ta program under Data 

Director, an excellent data tracking and reporting system.  Many Data Director charts are 

included below which illustrate disaggregated data clearly for the first time. The school will 

now be able to more efficiently respond and suppo rt studentõs educational needs through 

the information received from the Zoom and  MAP reports.   

All three assessments were attended by a healthy  

participation rate, however there were fewer students   

overall because of lower enrollment.  Less than  10  

students tested in each grade which causes  a higher  

standard of  error and makes data less reliable than  

in large pool.  

  

         API , Academic Performance  

                         Index  

           
The Spring 09 API score is 735, off from the  
stateõs expected base by 11 points. Even though down  

is not the preferred direction, the overall trend for the  

school since its first API in  2006 is up. The overall  

increase since 2006 is 70 points, an average of 23 points  

per year,  which is higher than the ex pected growth rate \  

of  approximately eight (8) points per year.  Additionally,  

the charter school administration is comfortable with  

the score for three reasons:  
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First, it was anticipated that there would be a negative  adjustment after the previous yearõs 

dramatic upward  spike of 149 points.  In a small school, a good or bad day for one student 

has a significant out come on the schoolõs overall score . 

 

Second, as a K-12 school, La Vidaõs rating as a Small Elementary and Small High School 

has been fluctu ating from year to year. The school was rated as a Small High School in 

2008 for the first time which contributed to the big score increase. As  explained by an API 

technician : 

High Schools, especially small High Schools have greater handicaps so that the s cores are 

calculated differently than Small Elementary, which comprise the highest scoring group of 

schools.  The number of  CAHSEE tests are part of the calculation .  In 2008 about 10 more 

students took the CAHSEE than in 2009.   The school can not reques t which group to be  

measured in, it is a determination made by the state.  In 2009, La Vida was rated as a 

Small Elementary school.  

Thirdly, the upward shift from far below basic and below basic to basic is another area  

of bonus points in the API calculat ion.  This occurred to a greater extent between Spring  

07 to Spring 08.  In Spring 09 more students achieved basic, proficient and advanced which  

donõt get the bonus.  However  a few more were counted in the far below basic and below  

basic areas which is a ne gative.  These were new students, not students slipping backward.  

 

School Ranking  

                

            AYP, Adequate Yearly Progress  

     

 The  school met three of the four criteria for the federal accountability.  Participation rate, 

percent proficient and API indicator were all satisfied.  The graduation rate was not, so the 

school did not meet AYP.   Because of the very small numbers and the culture s urrounding 

independent study, the graduation rate, as it  is currently measured, will be an ongoing 

challenge.  Independent study is a last attempt  for certain students to stay in high school.  

La Vida has a three strikes policy  for  missing work.  It happe ns that the school will dis -

enroll a student for non compliance and the  student never re -enrolls in a district school and 

becomes a drop out.  That drop out will count  against the school for several years 

depending on the grade when they left.  It only ta kes one drop out for La Vida to receive a 

negative rating and therefore not receive the AYP.   Last spring, one student did not re -

enroll after he was dis -enrolled from La Vida.  He  was a 10th  grader and will negatively 

effect the graduation rate for the ne xt three years.  

 

API Rank   2006   2007   2008   

Statewide      1 *    7 *    

Similar Schools      N/A    N/A    
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               The STAR Test Results:   

  CST, California Standards Test  
  

Of the 41 students tested, 20 or half were tested two years in a row.  Only 10 or 25% have 

tested at the charter school for three years.   

 

Analysis - The followin g four bar charts are three year comparisons of four subject areas, 

Language Arts, Math, History and Science.  The school has been working on the 

improvement of math skills for the last several years and it is demonstrated in the chart.  

However there is m uch more to be accomplished.  Next the school is concerned with a 

weakness in writing, especially  writing strategies,  which can be seen here in the increase 

of  low end scores.  However this is more than offset by an increase of advanced scores.  

History is another area of concern.  A number of  students are not getting it.  Upon a closer 

look, those students are in modified curriculum which is not standards aligned.  Still, the 

over all trend in History shows improvement.  The few students who took the Sc ience test 

did well and the three year comparison shows improvement.  Overall the 09 year looks 

better than the two previous years.  

 

Percent not meeting standards or not proficient:  42.42% in Language Arts; 62.07% in 

Math;  68.86% in History and 14.29% in Science. 
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California Standards Test (CST) Three Year Comparison, 

English Language Arts 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

83% of eligible students tested in math in 08 -09. 

California Standards Test (CST) Three Year Comparison, Math 
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Analysis on Gender Sub -group -   The next four charts again show the four subject areas  

over the past three years with a break down by gender.  In this arrangement it is easier  

to see the higher percentages of the 07/08 year that are not so apparent in the above charts.  

In Language Arts the performance of male and female students was about the same.  Girls  

tended to more in the middle ground and boys at the extremes.   The break down is similar  

in Math, however girls scored about 10% higher.  History looks problematic with 50% of the 

girls at far below basic.  The b oys scored higher in the proficient and advanced by 34%.  All  

performed well in science with  100% if  the girls scoring proficient, 20% higher than boys.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

California Standards Test (CST) Three Year Comparison, Science 

California Standards Test (CST) Three Year Comparison, History 
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Multi- year  Comparison, CST English Language Arts Showing Gender Sub-group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

Multi-year Comparison of CST Math Scores Showing Gender Sub-group 
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                 Multi-year Comparison, CST History Showing Gender Sub-group 

 

 

 

Multi-Year Comparison, Science, Showing Gender 
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Multi-year  Comparison CST, English Language Arts Showing Ethnicity  

 

 

 

 Analysis on the Ethnicity Sub -group -  Here following, only Language Arts and Math 

are shown.  Minority ethnicities are scoring below proficient except  for the students of 

Chinese decent who achieved proficient in both subject areas.  The lowest scores were held 

by Hispanic and White students in 2009.  Each of these students would perform better if 

their attendance was regular.  
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Analysis on the Socio -Economic Sub -group -  This sub -group is divided into 2 groups;  

Not Socio-Economic and Socio-Economic.  Only Language Arts and Math are shown.  

There are differences between the two groups but not extreme differences. The results look  

quite similar to the Gender sub -groups.  60% of the students  could improve.  The greatest  

gap is  in the Language Art test where the Not Socio -Economic group scored 30% more 

proficient in 2009.  In Math the two groups are much closer with the Not Socio -Economic 

group only scoring 15% more proficient.  The Socio -Economic group has 12.5% far below  

basic and  about 19% below basic in Math.  

Multi-year Comparison, CST Math, Showing Ethnicity Sub-groups 
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Multi-year Comparison, CST Math Showing Socio-Economic Sub-group 

 

 

  

 

Multi-year Comparison, CST English Language Arts Showing  

Socio-Economic Sub-group 
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  CAHSEE, California High School Exit Exam  

 

The charter school made incremental progress toward its goal to match the stateõs pass 

rateon the Exit  Exam by ramping up the focus on math. A new high school math program 

was begun in Fall 2008 in an effort to support low achieving students pass the High School 

Exit Exam.  Consultant Jeff Simpson was hired to teach his Mastery Learning System for 

90 minut es on Tuesdays.  The course was required for any high school student who had not 

passed the CAHSEE.  This was the first time the charter school has ever required non - 

classroom based independent study students to attend a class.    Counted as a success, al l 

students who attended the CAHSEE prep class regularly, passed.  Those who were absent 

failed.  

Incentive awards in the form of iTunes cards were also presented to students who improved 

their score and/ or passed. All seven (7) students who retook either p ortion of the test 

improved their score on the average of 16 points.   Pizza was also enjoyed by all those who 

filled out the CAHSEE Self Assessment.  See below for the studentsõ responses regarding 

attitude, effort and preparation.  

Looking ahead, the scho ol will add a CAHSEE prep writing class in 2009 -2010 required for 

all those students yet to pass the Language Arts portion.  

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 students took the  

Math portion, 8 passed 

(57%) and 6 did not 

pass.   

 

12 took the  

Language Arts test,  

8 passed (67%)  and 4 

did not.   

 

Most of the students  

recorded a positive  

attitude about the 

test.  

 

 Most felt they  

tried their best,  

rechecked their work  

and used most of the  

available time.   

 

Students felt fairly 

well prepared. Only a 

few felt very positive 

and very negative.  

 
 


